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WHO'S NEXT 


General Conference is not finished with 
legislation which would abridge the rights 
of men and women in the United Methodist 
Church. This time, the church is in- 
clusive of the Laity, in their right to 
trial and dismissal. 


From the Committee on Administrative Order, 
(DCA: April 23): #1611 calls for a revision 
of Judicial Administrative Proceedures. 
This section radically replaces all of 
chapter 9, Section II, of the Discipline 
(P.2520 -~ 2560). It is a substitution 

of the advance DCA report of the Board 

of Higher Education and Ministry (F-213). 


The new Seétion II; Investigations, Trial, 
and Appeals, will include the laity and 

be broadly based upon the Social Principles 
Statement. On the Conference level, it 
includes Ministerial Members, Local Pastors, 
and Diaconal Ministry. 


Related legislation from the April 23rd, DCA; 
includes #1342, again from Administrative 
Order. Resting on the Social Principles 
Statement, the subject of this report is: 
“Moral Standards For Church Leaders." 


Who's next .. ? 
You decide! 


WORSHIP: THE EXPERIENCE OF SACRED WORTH 


The holocaust which continues was the theme 
of a worship service shared by Affirmation 

with participants of the General Conference 
at North United Methodist Church, Wednesday. 


Approximately 250 persons shared in an 
inclusive affirmation of our lives as the 
People of God. A SERVICE OF RE/MEMBERING 
focused on re/membering our history, with 

a dialogue of our history, and re/membering 
our lives, with a congregational litany 

of faith and affirmation and cali for 
justice. 


Three-hundred-dollars was raised in a free 
will offering by the congregation to send 
four members of the Affirmation Coordinating 
Committee to the White House Conference 

for Lesbian/Gay religious leaders, on Monday, 
April 28th: the first of its kind in the 
United States. 


Historically, the church has a tradition of 
offering “sanctuary” to the disenfranchised, 
the poor, the oppressed. Considering the 
inability of any other downtown United 
Methodist Church to open its doors to 
Affirmation, we consider North United 
Methodist Church to have acted in the 
finest tradition of Sanctuary in sharing 

the experience of worship with Affirmation! 


IN HONOR OF PEGGY HARMON & MICHAEL COLLINS 


Re ene members and supporters are invited to a dinner from 5:30 to 7:30 PM, Thurs. 
April 24th, in room #124 of the Convention Center. This dinner is to honor Peggy Harmon 
and Michael Collins for their hard work and fine leadership of AFFIRMATION over the past 
year. They es perservered with little compensation and a lot of difficulties,and har- 
rassments. They deserve our thanks. We hope you will join us for this celebrationof our 
past, present and future. The cost of the dinner will be $3.75. Please use this tear- 
off to make a reservation as soon as possible and turn in to members of AFFIRMATION. 
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* I will be present at the dinner at 5:30, April 24th, honoring Peggy & Michael. 
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SKIRTING THE ISSUES 


During the 1970's, the United Methodist Church taught lesbians 
and gay-men within its structures much about the consequences of 
applying the Christian faith to our lives in meaningful ways. For 
many of us the alternatives now stand between publicly claiming the 
power within our identity, or living an existence of internalized denial, 
repressed anger, and self doubt. The former process leads from bondage 
to freedom, from half-life to wholeness, from weakness to strength; the 
latter from anxiety to destruction. 


A similar set of alternatives face the United Methodist Church 
as individuals recognize the homophobia present within conflicting 
practices, and begin to listen seriously to the voices of lesbians and 
gay-men. The past hallmarks have included silencing lesbians and gay-men 
when we choose to affirm ourselves, covering over our life and culture 
as it survived in the midst of oppressive religious practices, and 
denying our very existence. The institution responds with a fortress 
mentality as though under seige, while ignoring the major contradiction 
between a Gospel of love and the practice of hate for the sake of power, 
status, and social acceptability. 


Signs of institutional bondage begin with basic resistance to 
recognizing and naming the reality of homophebia. For example, when 
gay~men and lesbians publicly affirm our identity we risk the loss of 
employment, housing, Child custody, economic income, etc. These losses 
are often claimed by the institution to result from other heretofore 
unmentioned reasons such as incompetency, moral laxity, use of drugs 
or a host of other manufactured excuses. In other words, the Church 
arbitrarily discriminates against individuals known to be gay or lesbian 
on a selective basis while refusing to name that discrimination 
publicly, hiding behind a barrage of inaccurate misrepresentation. 


Thus far this General Conference has abdicated at every 
opportunity for grace presented in the form of legislation concerning 
the full participation of lesbians and gay-men in the United Methodist 
Church and the society. For example, delegates voted down the simple : 
motion to change the words “homosexual practice” to “the abuse of 
homosexual practice” during debate on the Social Principles. The 
religious institution has chosen to remain a captive of fear rather than 
to begin a journey accompanied by the possibility of transformation. 
That journey will start by recognizing and naming the fear for what it 
is, then calling it forth to be examined and demythologized. We call on 
the United Methodist Church to move out of slavery to a hate-filled 
tradition into the freedom of genuine inclusive community. 
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WORSHIP: BEING/DOING 


Members of Affirmation offer General 
Conference delegates and visitors an 
opportunity for worship at noon to- 
morrow, Wednesday, April 23. Trans-— 
portation to North United Methodist 
Church (38th and Meridian), site of 
the service, will be available at the 
Capitol Street entrance to the conven- 
tion center. The transportation will 
be provided by bus at a cost of $1.00 
for the round trip. 


Worship is a familiar experience for 
Christians. It is a way of expressing 
our understanding of the relationship 
between God and ourselves, of the in-~ 
terdependence of persons, and of our 
own divinely-given value. But a right 
understanding of our faith does not 
allow us to limit the significance of 
worship to an expression of these states 
of being. On the contrary, the act of 
worship is complete only when the be-— 
liever moves from being to doing. 


This is the reason that members of 
Affirmation present at the General 
Conference have been attempting to em- 
body their understandings of faith and 
the church in a ministry of dialogue, 
education and mutual support. Most of 
the delegates and visitars, however, 
have not experienced that part of the 
worship life of Affirmation which sup- 
ports its members and undergirds its 
ministry, The invitation to worship 
is a way in which we open another part 
of our lives as a way of furthering 
the dialogue. 


We hope you will take advantage of 
this opportunity, for we are convinced 
that even the deep chasm of homophobia 
can be bridged as sisters and brothers 
encounter each other authentically in 
the context of their faith. In that 
encounter we all have the potential 

to move from merely being believers to 
doing what God requires of us in our 
time. 


DR. KENNETH GREET 


Dr. Kenneth Greet drew a standing ova- 
tion yesterday after he said that there 
is much to be learned about sexuality. 


"We live, all of us, in a society that 

has done us great disservice through 

the media. We are served day by day by 

a disgraceful diet of sloppy, half-baked 
romanticism on the subject of sex, leading 
to impossible expectations. . . 


Dr. Greet said that he was surprised that 
the church in America seems to concentrate 
the issue of homosexuality on the clergy 
"almost as if some people were seeking a 
scapegoat for underlying deep anxieties 
about the whole subject of human sexuality.!' 


He declared that any kind of "witchhunt"! 
in any part of Methodism in any part of 
the world would be a ''dreadful" thing. 


Dr. Greet, a world figure in Methodism, 
was sensitive to the anxiety of this issue. 
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No one should think that only gay men and lesbians are negatively affected 
by legislation aimed at them which appears to be emerging from this General 
Conference. Consider the impact of the following proposals. 


Petition K-01040 Trial of a Ministerial Member (Administrative Order Committee)... 


proposes to add, by references to “practices declared incompat- 
ible with Christian teaching," in a new paragraph 2521, homo- 
sexual behavior as a chargeable offense. Such an addition would 
be the only specific offense mentioned in that paragraph with 
reference to personal morality. The proposed change threatens 
the addition by reference of a long list of prohibitions which 
could touch every person. 


Legislation revising Paragraphs 433, Leave of Absence; paragraph 438, Termination 


is proposed as a simplification of exit procedures from ordained 
ministry. Some are suggesting that the new legislation is more 
humane, but could have the effect of driving from the ministry 
without due process clergy whose actions and opinions prove 
unsettling to a Bishop or ather authority. 


The cumalative danger of these legislative ploys is apparent. Lack of due 
process can make it easy for Bishops and others in power to suppress disagree- 
ment. Do not be so foolish as to think that only gay men and lesbians will 
suffer under this legislation. What have YOU said or done lately that might be 
unpopular with the powers that be????7 Look out, you could be next. 


OF course, this is only thé political argument against legislation of this 
nature. There is also a very cogent ethical consideration: listing specific 
offenses trivializes morality. When being moral is reduced to the m.tter of 
not breaking certain codes, the mentality quickly becomes, “if it's not for=- 
bidden, it's alright, and if it is forbidden, it can;t be right - no matter 
the conditions or consequences. Christian ethics must go deeper than that, 
dealing with the human costs and values in every act and statement. The 
superiority of Gospel.over law and of discipteship over slavish obedience was 
once proved, Can we now presume to reopen the case? 
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UNITED METHODIST CAUCUSES' PRESS CONFERENCE 


Friday afternoon, the Rev. Cecil Williams of the San Francisco area of the 
United Methodist Church, held a press briefing outside the Convention Center of 
the General Conference. United Methodist Caucuses and task forces represented 
were: Affirmation, Women's Study on God Language, Asian American Caucus, 
Native American Caucus, Coalition For The Whole Gospel, Black Methodists for 
Church Renewal, National Women's Caucus, and the Methodist Federation For 
Social Action. 


In introducing the individuals representing the Caucuses, Rev. Williams 
took the opportunity to prophetically call The United Methodist Church to 
task, suggesting that the church would be dead in a decade for its bourgeois 
tendency and unwillingness to accept risk. He called for an end to Paternalism 
and an end to a church which feeds upon human weakness. And to the New Right, 
the challenge went out; "You will not cut us out," says Cecil Williams, "We 
are going to love you to death." 


The following is the text of the Statements to the press Corps from two 
of Affirmation's spokespersons; Joan Clark and Michael Collins: 


"Affirmation is committed to the equal visibility of both men and women. And 
so Michael Collins and I have a statement which we would like to share with 
you together. 


"This is an historic occasion. Today are represented here groups which have 
through the decades advocated justice within the religious institution and 
within society at large. For the first time today, Lesbians and Gay Men, 
visibly are also taking our rightful place alongside of other groups which 
have experienced injustice within the United Methodist Church and we are 
calling that church to accountability. Affirmation has a specific agenda with 
The United Methodist Church: 


"Tn 1972, we had a new statement of Social Principles adopted; and, historical- 
ly, that statement of Social Principles has played a visionary role in the 
church. However, in 1972, in an hysterical, homophobic attempt to be unsup- 
portive of Lesbians and Gay Men, delegates adopted the derogatory language: 

"We do not condone the practice of homosexuality, and consider 

this practice incompatible with Christian teaching.’ 


"That statement, since then, has been used in city councils, in state legis-— 
latures, to give permission for the continued and increasing discrimination 
against Lesbians and Gay Men in this society. The religious institutions, 
including The United Methodist Church, are responsible for providing the 
moral sanction for the present oppression of Lesbians and Gay Men in this 
(Continued on other side)» 
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society. That has resulted in the acceptability of increasing physical 
violence, verbal abuse, and harassment against Lesbians and Gay Men; dis- 
missal from and termination of empicyment; misrepresentation in the media; 
and diserimiation in education and the use of public facilities. In Affir= 
mation, our agenda at this General Conference is on behalf of Lesbians and 
Gay Men in the society. And what we would iike to say is: 

‘We do not condone the practice of morally sanctioned 

oppression, and consider this practice incompatible with 

Christian teaching. '* 


"In 1972 The United Methodist Church passed derogatory language based upon 
stereotypes of Gay Men and Lesbians, and that wasn’t enough. In 1976 they 
went on to pass in the Discipline ways to prohibit the participation of 
people who were trying to struggle with what it means to be in relationship 
through the Christian community with Lesbians and Gay Men and their families. 
And by specifically pronibiting the churches in a way that has intimidated 
ehurches, that has intimidated the boards and agencies of our denomination, 
that has intimidated our seminaries; they have prohibited the participation 
of Lesbians and Gay Men so that they might be able to pull together their 
lives so that they might be effective, powerful people in this society as the 
Christian Gospel calls us to be. And so we are here also to take away that 
paragraph (906.13) that is only the beginning and only the model that has 
been set up for the kind of repression that this church seems bent upon. 

And so it is that we are here to give witness to the fact that even that kind 
of legislation does not stop the power of the Gospel as it affects the lives 
of people who are seeking justice. And that includes Lesbians and that in- 
cludes Gay Men. And it is for that purpose that we are here to try to help 
the church understand that no matter how vicious it becomes toward us, we 
will continue te be able to stand up in our lives and to move out of the kinds 
of boxes and the kinds of stereotypes that we have had about ourselves, forced 
upon us by this church and this denomination. 


"Part of what we have discovered in the participation of working as Lesbians 
and Gay Men through Affirmation is that as we continue to work and to share 
our lives and to struggle with what it means, that we have the possibilities 
of giving vision to peo; .2, net only our own people but people who because 

of the repressive nature of the church, are forced to make decisions between 
their conscience and the laws that the church continues to place upon them. 
And a part of the ministry of Affirmation as we gather heré is to help persons 
in The United Methodist Church to be able to deal with thosevdecisions which 
will need to be made in the next ‘our years as they struggle with what it means 
to accept the Gospel and to continue to work for justice in this society or 
whether they continue to live according to the repression of the laws that 
this conference seems bent upon making. And it is in that kind of context 
that we are here and will continue to give our witness as a community of 


people. 


By 
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OFFERING: WHITE HOUSE CONFERENGR 


_ Affirmation will receive an offering at 
the Wednesday Worship to aid four mem— 
hers to go as a delegation to the [first 
White House Conference for Lesbian/Gay 
rentetous leaders, on Monday, Aprill 28.. 


tev Dee Robert Ls Maddox, Speciall Asst. 
for Religious Liason to the President, 

as well as several White House Staff, 
will participate in this meeting Peet 
to share information about the 

tiinistry of Lesbian,'& Gay religious 
NER a 


three major concerns will be addressed — 


Ghia ‘the Conference: (1) That there is a 


Large and growing Gay/Lesbian religious 
community; (2) That as Gay/Lesbian 
people we face oppression both from the 
secular world and within the religious 
comunity; and (3) That the religious 
community is diverse in its recognition 
Sf the issues of Gay/Lesbian Civil Rights. 


AFFIRMATION: United Methodists for Lesbian 
Gay Concerns, will be sending four of the 
thirty delegates currently included. 
Affirmation will continue its commitment 
to gender parity in leadership as it 
addresses itself to national issues. 
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WORSHIP; 
HE [EXPERIENCE 'OF SACRED WORTH 


Noxith iWnited Methodist Church (38th 
and Meridian) is the location of a 
Bervine of worship to be held at 
noon (fox as soon thereafter as 
‘persons can be ltransported from the 
session) today under the sponsor- 
ship af Affirmation. Bus trans- 
‘portation will be available from 
‘the Capitol Street entrance begin- 
ling at noon at a cost of $1.00 
‘for ithe round trip. Delegates and 
wistlters to the General Conference 
iare invited to attend this worship 
iservice as a concrete expression 
io£ the UMC's position that lesbians 
‘and gajyy:men are indeed “persons of 
‘sacred ‘worth." 


‘The need for such a concrete expres- 
‘sion is evinced clearly by the fact 
Ithat ‘five other United Methodist 
Churches in this city refused access 
Ite thelir sanctuaries for this pur- 
pose. 'These denials cited either 
Par. ‘905.15 10r the incompatibility 
statemant as rationale, illustrating 
the demonic nature of the church's 
contradictory stance which delegates 
to this General Conference have. 
voted to :rétain. 


IN HONOR OF PEGGY HARMUN & MICHAEL COLLINS 


AFFIRMATION members and supporters are invited tm a dinner from 5:30 to 7:30 PM, Thurs. 


April 24th, in room #124 of the Convention Cenizer. 
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WHO’S 
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Several Calendar Items from the DCA 
are proposed to establish proceed- 
ures where persons might be removed 
from the performance of their tasks 
through an informal, non-consenting 
process. Not surprising, much of 
this legislation originated from 
members of the Council of Bishops 
in unfortunate attempts to shore- 
up their power over both laity & 
clergy, circumventing due process 
¥Yequired by the current Discipline. 


From the Committee On Administra~- 
tive Order (DCA: April 22): #792 
adds "incompatibility with Chris- 
tian teaching," to the list of 
trialable offences. 


From Higher Education (DCA: April 
22); #807 places Ministerial ter- 
Mination in the hands of the Bis- 
shop and Cabinet, solely. The same 
occurs in #808 which refers to 
Ministerial Leave of Absence! 


The Committee On Higher Education 
and Ministry also initiates #1070 
(DCA: April 22) which creates 
“Administrative Location" where 

a Minister might be forced on a 
"leave." 


Along similar lines, The Committee 
on Conferences (DCA: April 22): 
presents # 849 & 850, regarding 
the Accountability of General 
Agencies in Legal Actions. .. 
Problematic in these actions are 
the churches'traditional witness 
to social justice, which often 
involves Minority persons,as well 
as the churches right and privilege 
-- on every Level -- to have ac~ 
cess to all civil processes in 
church and society. 


Some of our broader concerns for 
social justice issues in the church 
arise in these and similar Items. 

It is noteworthy to be aware that 
among these actions, to be pre- 
sented, ane several unanamous votes, 
such votes may now be taken as 
groups without separate action by 
decision of Tuesday's Plenary 
Session! 


A 
POETIC 
AFFIRMATION... 


Amidst all the confusion of meetings, 
committees and sub-divisions of the same: 
How do we then in Jesus’ Name, ever 
remain some semblance of being sane. 


Motions, amendments, subsitutions and 
all of the like... 

Yet still, the most important question is, 
“Whose got the damn mike?" 


We are ‘Methodist’ by history, ‘United’ 
by our name, 

But our method is mostly confustdn;- and 
Unity is definitely down the drain! 


"The Church in and to the World" is what 
we think we ought to be about: 
"To be or not to BE ?'' we consider, but 
never, no never, would we dare the 
question spout. 


Personal needs and people's lives are not 
readily considered: 

Unless by life, you are Institutionally- 
Methodically-Structured....for ever! 


There are those in need, and those in pain: 
Lives torn apart by the indecisiveness 
with which the church proclaims. 


How do we move the un-mevable; 
the witness to proclaim, 

That despite all the diversity, 
God loves us all the same. 


When General Conference is over, and 
we have all gone home to gloat: 

Despite even our Discipline, God's 
Holy Church will be afloat. 


And God in highest heaven, and God 
here on the earth: 

Will look at all our action, and 
humorously denote.....’ 


"My Children, my children, 
I forget to count your votes..." 


RE: GENERAL COMMISSION’ ON CHRISTIAN UNITY AND 
INTERRELIGIOUS CONCERNS 


The General Council on Finance and Administration 
recommends to the General Conference that the newly 
established General Commission on Christian Unity and 
Interreligious Concerns be funded by an annual on-ratio 
allocation from the World Service Fund in the following 


amounts: 


1981 $455,520 
1982 478,287 
1983 497,093 
1984 516,644 


It is further recommended that since the Commission 
was formexly a division of the General Board of Global | 
Ministries, those amounts be deducted from the amounts 
originally recommended for allocation to the Board of 
Global Ministries. The adjusted annual allocations being 


recommended for the General Board of Global Ministries 


are: 
1981 $12,884,480 
1982 13,528,353 
1983 14,060,427 


1984 14,613,806 


